
Chan Zuckerberg Initiative Grant Policies

● Funds from this award are intended to support research activities. Grants are made to
organizations to support the work of the named Applicant, and reasonable flexibility on
how these funds are utilized is allowed, provided that funds are used to support research
activities related to the project.

● For awarded projects, financial statements and progress reports will be due at the
conclusion of each grant year and occasionally more frequently. Specific deliverable
requirements will be outlined in the award notification. Grantees of funded projects will
be required to participate in regular meetings, including annual meetings (which may be
in person or virtual). Travel support for these meetings will be provided by CZI separately
from the requested grant funds.

● Grantees may obtain funds for their research from other funding sources, provided that
there is no conflict with meeting the terms of the CZI award.

● Unused research funds may be carried over to the following year, and requests for
no-cost extensions will be considered at the end of the overall project period and upon
receipt of an annual report.

● Indirect costs cannot exceed 15 percent of direct costs. Indirect costs may not be
assessed on capital equipment or subcontracts, but subcontractors may include up to 15
percent of indirect costs of their direct costs.

● International grantees must use all grant funds exclusively for activities conducted
outside the United States of America. Travel expenses to the United States must not be
covered by the requested grant funds.

● Ethical Conduct: CZI advocates the highest standards for the ethical conduct of
research. In addition to requirements of their own countries, grantees must adopt
procedures for the use of animals in research and for the ethical treatment of human
subjects and tissue donors, including obtaining their or their appropriate proxy’s written
informed consent. CZI regards the policies of the National Institutes of Health as a strong
model for such procedures.

● Data, Publications, and Dissemination Policies: To accelerate scientific discovery and
collaboration, CZI supports a consent, sharing, and publication policy for open and rapid
dissemination of research results, including methods, data and reagents, and a policy for
software development that maximizes accessibility, reuse, and shared development.
Under rare circumstances, exceptions to the above may be considered where there are
specific situations that make meeting these goals impossible or counterproductive to the
project.



○ Software Code: CZI requires sharing of software code developed by its grantees
generally to be made publicly available on GitHub (or a similar public service). All
new code must be released under a permissive open source license (MIT, BSD
2-Clause, BSD 3-Clause, or Apache v2.0). All pre-existing and derivative code
must be licensed under the most permissive license possible, given the licensing
terms of the pre-existing code. All analysis packages must be released through
the appropriate language-specific package manager (e.g., PyPi for Python,
Bioconductor and CRAN for R) with documentation, example data, and
interactive demos (e.g., Jupyter notebooks), and the use of Docker or similar
container technologies to ensure portability and reproducibility. Software code
supported by CZI must be archived for long-term digital preservation and
citability, when applicable.

○ Content and Data Sharing: CZI is committed to developing and using platforms
that disseminate data openly and freely. Any datasets either curated or generated
through the proposal must be made as publicly available and easily accessible
through an appropriate data repository as legally permissible, when applicable,
under an Open Definition conformant license. Ideally data sets would not include
personally identifiable information, but if they do, consent to sharing the data
must be obtained. Metadata, documentation, and intended use cases, as
appropriate, must be made available under an Open Definition conformant
license, preferably CC0 or CC BY/CC BY SA for content that requires explicit
attribution.

○ Publications: To encourage rapid dissemination of results, any publications
related to this funded work must be submitted to a preprint server (such as
bioRxiv, medRxiv, arXiv, or any appropriate preprint repository), at or before the
first submission to a journal. Experimental protocols should be made publicly
available through a protocol sharing service, such as protocols.io. CZI requests
that scientific publications, preprints, and presentations that result from this
award acknowledge support from this funding.

○ Reagent Sharing: Resources and reagents developed with this funding support
must be available for rapid dissemination to the community, where possible in an
accessible community repository, such as Addgene (for plasmids/DNA
reagents/viruses), Jackson Labs (for model systems lines), etc. This requirement
applies to cell lines, transgenic organisms, plasmids/clones, antibodies, and other
reagents.

○ Consent: All human tissues must be adequately and fully consented to permit
maximal sharing of the resulting data and any resulting tools, subject to
applicable laws, regulations, or institutional ethical requirements. Any desired
exceptions to this policy must be identified at the time of application, and such
requests may affect the application’s chance of success. We are aware that there
may be circumstances where broad consent may be challenging, and in some
cases consent may be subject to alteration or revocation; we encourage
investigators to discuss these cases with CZI scientific staff.

https://www.softwareheritage.org/archive/
https://guides.github.com/activities/citable-code/
https://www.re3data.org/
http://opendefinition.org/licenses/


○ Intellectual Property Rights: CZI does not require assignment of ownership to
any data, published results, or any other intellectual property that results from the
work funded by these grants but will have the same rights generally granted to
others. CZI supports and promotes policies that enable results and technologies
to have the broadest reach and impact. To this end, all newly developed software
must be made available through permissive open source licenses as described
more fully above. Other technology and intellectual property rights (such as
patents) must be made freely available for all academic and non-commercial use,
and where intellectual property rights are commercialized, they must generally be
subject to non-exclusive commercial licenses that enable broad availability and
dissemination.


